Words of the coordinators of the Spiritual Animation Team
June 16th, 2017
Feast of Saint John Francis Regis
Dear ss.cc lay brothers and sisters,
Dear ss.cc religious,
During this year in which we are celebrating the
Bicentenary of the Congregation, our lives have been
enriched by the many activities offered to us, which have
encouraged us to remember in gratitude the gift of our
Congregation in the world and invited us to faithfully
recommit ourselves to the mission handed down to us.
One of the special events marking this jubilee year for us is
the International Meeting of Coordinators of the
Secular Branch in El Escorial in just a few weeks’ time. This
meeting prepared enthusiastically by our Sector Branch
members throughout the world, will be a unique
opportunity to know each other’s reality, to grow in
deepening our understanding of the gift and challenges of
the ss.cc lay vocation in the world and to the weave bonds
of friendship and connection.
The very positive and generous response to this edition of the Newsletter already offers us a
colourful and inspiring glimpse of life in the Sectors. Thank you to all of you who have contributed
so generously.
We wish you a very Happy Feast of our patron Saint John Francis Regis and invoke his
intercession and that of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary in the final stages of preparation of
the Secular Branch meeting,

Mary McCloskey, ss.cc.

Camille Sapu, ss.cc.
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COUNTRY

Members Communities

RD. Congo
Mozambique
Brazil

48
23
28

3
1
9

Paraguay
Chile
Bolivia
Peru

21
104
19
18

3
17
2
1

Ecuador
England
Ireland
Spain- Madrid
Spain- Andalusia
Portugal
Flanders-Belgium

28
26
13
27
7
4
2

5
1
1
1
1
1
1

France

54

7

Netherlands
Poland
Germany
Norway
Indonesia
Polynesia Fr.
USA - West
USA - East
USA - Hawaii

4
116
10
16
14
18
119
27
53

1
2

799

Aprox.

TOTAL

SSCC Religious community of
reference
Province of Africa ( bros) /
Territory of Africa (srs)
Province Brazil (bros) / Territory Peru -BrazMex (srs)
Province Brazil (bros) / Territory ParaguayBolivia (srs)
Province Chile (bros) / Territory Chile (srs)
Territory Paraguay-Bolivia (srs)
Province Col-Ecu-Peru (bros) / Territory PeruBra- Mex (srs)
Province Col-Ecu-Peru (bros) / Territory
Ecuador (srs)
Province Ireland-England (bros) / Territory of
Northern Europe (srs)

Province Iberia (bros) / Territory of Spain (srs)
Delegation Flanders (bros) / Territory of
Northern Europe (srs)
Province France (bros) / Territory of Northern
Europe (srs)
Delegation Holland (bros) / Territory of
Northern Europe (srs)
Province Poland (bros)
Province Germany (bros)
Province Indonesia (bros) / Territory of Asia
(srs)

1
9
2
5

Province France (bros)
Province EEUU (bros) / Territory of PacificUSA

75

The numbers in blue are not updated
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FRANCE
We have 7 groups:
Paris : 13 members
Poitiers : 12
Montgeron : 9
Rennes-Nantes : 7
Meaux : 5
Sarzeau : 4
Paray-le-Monial : 4
 There are 9 candidates interested in formation.

 Important events:
The national week-end in Picpus enabled meetings with two members of the
Secular Branch in Germany and saw the launch of the Sarzeau group.
5 new members made their first commitment.
During this week-end, we made a very moving pilgrimage in the footsteps of the
SS.CC Martyrs. of the Commune.
A Session - SS.CC religious and laity - in Paray-le-Monial gathered together about
forty people. Two of them later became integrated into the Secular Fraternity.
Several groups welcomed new members. Some, however, had to opt out because
of their health issues.
In January, on the occasion of the bicentenary of the approbation of the
Congregation by the Church, we had the joy of meeting Fathers Javier ÁlvarezOssorio and Felipe F. Lazcano, and having a lengthy sharing with them.
The regional days of formation – on the Church – led by Father Bernard
Couronne, really interested the participants. Through the year, the local group
meetings continued their reflection on the same theme.
In the month of April, an sscc lay person from Bretagne recalled the vocation of the
Good Mother during a conference in her home town, Saint-Georges-de-Noisné.

 Our fraternity lives up to its name: Bonds of friendship are being woven, and more and
more the members share their joys and their pain. We notice that they are strongly
motivated to be present in the meetings.

3

Prayer at the Founders tomb
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GERMANY NORWAY
In Germany there are two groups: the group from « Eifel’s » region: 7 members (2
couples and 3 women) and the « North » group: 3 women. There is one person who
is interested in « Eifel’s» group.
In Norway : one group (Norway belonged to the German province and today it
belongs to the Polish province)
The distance between the countries is enormous and before, several years ago
there was a meeting with the group from Northern Germany and the group from
Norway in Germany and a meeting in Norway.
 The important events during this year (two groups from Germany)
We live in different places. The distances between our homes (120) mark the life of
our Secular Branch. What we assimilate on a spiritual level during our meetings we
each put in practice where she lives and works.
Each Sunday in June
there are pilgrimages
to Arnstein. The
brothers help us
there.
From the 1st to 3rd
July, Elfi
(coordinator)
participated in the
national week-end in
Picpus, Paris.
06 August: there is a
meeting in Eifel at
Franziska’s home
with the two groups and friends. The theme: “He went up a high mountain with

them”

03 October « Dies congregationis » (a meeting at the Brothers’ house with members
of the SB and friends of the province.)
From 04 to 06 November we have our oasis week-end with Fr. Ludger Widmaier
sscc, in Werne. The theme: Jacob from Genesis 25-33. We share the times of prayer
and the meals with the Brothers.
From24 to 27 November we normally have our « North » group meeting with Peter,
a member of the Secular Branch from Holland and some members of the SB from
France. The theme: charity with Fr. Ludger. Two of us were there.
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From 03 to 05 March we have our oasis week-end with Fr. Ludger Widmaier sscc,
in Werne. The theme: Joseph from Genesis 37-49. We share the times of prayer and
the meals with the Brothers.
From 03 to 05 June we have our annual meeting of the Arnstein community (it is a
prayer community). The theme : The parable of the talents (Matthew 25,14-30)
On the other Sundays in June there are pilgrimages to Arnstein. We help our there.
As a common work of solidarity we support the Fr. Damien Centre in Kinshasa
(DRC) financially

2016.11 Werne
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IRELAND
We are 1 community comprising 13 members (based in Dublin and Cootehill)
(No candidates at present.)

 Important Events during Year June 2016 to June 2017
- Community Meetings: Monthly – second Saturday of each month

- Other Meetings: We were delighted to welcome Srs. Jose Vivys sscc, Nuria Lobo sscc and Nuria
Arias sscc to Sruleen in May 2017 and we look forward to many more meetings with them in the
future.
- Retreats: Annual retreat in Emmaus, Dublin with SSCC Sisters and Brothers
- Formation:
1. Talk on prayer from Fr. La Flynn – took us back to our earliest memories of prayer –
who taught us to pray? Silent Prayer - Prayer at Adoration.
2. Reflection on The Healing of the Man born Blind (John 9: 1-41)
3. Reflection on The Samaritan Woman at the Well (John 4:5-26)
4. Both reflections prepared and led by members of the group
5. Lectio Divina on a bi-monthly basis – led by a member of the group
6. Talk on Good Mother by Sr. Anna Beirne
7. Talk on Good Father by Sr. Elizabeth Smith
8. Talk on St. Damien by Sr. Jose Vivys – at parish Mass.
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- Apostolic Services/Solidarity: Apostolic work is carried out through parish ministries:1) Ministries of the Word and Eucharist
2) Parish Lectio Divina
3) Membership of Parish Pastoral Council
4) Mission Group (fundraises for SSCC missions worldwide)
5) Games Club – outreach to retired and elderly parishioners
6) Visitation Group – outreach to sick and housebound
7) Hospital Ministry
8) Bereavement Support
- Solidarity:
1. Annual SB Mission Outreach – members donate to SS.CC Missionary projects.
2. As a gesture of solidarity with SB members from disadvantaged regions of the world and
through the generosity of our parish communities and friends we raised funds to assist two
SB co-ordinators attend the meeting in El Escorial in July.
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- New Members: While we are very conscious of the need to secure the future of the secular
branch in Ireland, we are experiencing difficulty in attracting new members to the group. We plan
to address this in early 2018 by inviting potential ‘candidates’ to a ‘Come and See’ day.

Special Activities
1. Preparation for Co-Ordinators Meeting in El Escorial
We will be represented by our co-ordinator, Yvonne Downey. Our Members have
participated in all aspects of preparation for this historic meeting including responses to
questionnaires from the Spiritual Animation Team. We look forward very much to receiving
a report on this meeting from Yvonne on her return.
2. Feast Days of Good Mother, Good Father and St. Damien
We celebrated these feast days in our parish by inviting parishioners and our SSCC sisters
and brothers to join us for refreshments after morning mass. This was also an opportunity
to speak to those present on the life and work of the person whose feastday was being
celebrated.
4. Rule of Life updated.

Social Events:
- Christmas meal with SS.CC sisters and brothers.
- Outing in 2016 to greyhound racing event.
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SPAIN – MADRID
We, the Secular Branch Community in Madrid (27) members, renewed our Community Project at
the beginning of the term, October 2016. In it, we want to continue prioritizing our openness to
those most in need and towards other social realities.
We have put the accents for the following three years 2017-2019 in the following manner:
- Our reparative vocation: What are you doing with your brother?
- Our community vocation: Called to be an open community
- Our evangelizing impulse: Leaving a footprint.
As we began the year, we wanted to unite ourselves with the invitation received from the General
Government, as we celebrate the 200 years of the approbation of the Congregation. We decided
that the animation approach for the Secular Branch in Madrid for the period 2017-2019 would be:
“200 YEARS: GROWING TOGETHER AND OPENING NEW PATHS”

In this sense, in October, we had a meeting with Javier Álvarez-Ossorio, Superior General and
Alberto Toutin, General Councillor, in which they informed us of the main accents which they are
going to promote up until the 2018 General Chapter, and on our behalf, , Emilio López, the current
Coordinator presented the organization of the new communitarian Project.
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We shared the desire that the community would grow and open new paths. There is
preoccupation for the future, but with hope and commitment we will continue to move forward.
The different commissions have given energy to the life of the community in the different
dimensions: spiritual, communitarian, apostolic and the animation of children, in this first year.

 We highlight the following points as the most significant:
We have reflected and shared on Mercy and Reparation.
We have shared our present moment and the motivations which make us continue carry
the CHARISM OF THE SACRED HEARTS, in the different areas: work, family, apostolic…,
counting on the support of the community.
We have renewed our way of living the gospel today, seeking always inspiration in those
roots which give sustenance to the congregational tree: The bicentenary of the ss.cc
approbation.
With great joy and enthusiasm, in March, 12 members of the community renewed their
commitment, feeling sent by the SS.CC Family, to announce the Love of God incarnate in
Jesus.
We made a discernment about our different ways of being family through the Apostolic
Exhortation “Amoris Laetitia”.
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We supported the different commitments, projects and volunteer work in which we
personally participate (Cáritas, Prison, Hospitals, Immigrants-Refugees, Catechesis, Family
support, Ecology), always feeling that we have been sent by the community. Two members
accompanied a group from the House of Welcome in which they collaborate to the closure
of the Year of Mercy, the jubilee of the excluded.
As a community we have financially supported the Projects of the Congregation and
supported a young Cameroun person that we felt very close to, so that he could go to see
his family. He had left his country 9 months ago, and entered through the Straits,
experiencing moments of great danger. His experience is a great witness for all of us,
young and old.

 We followed the community rhythm with:

⋅

⋅
⋅
⋅
⋅

Adoration, each day throughout the month a member of the community does it
personally.
Monthly community prayers in a family home in which social, community and
personal events are included. It finishes with a shared meal.
Meetings one Saturday in the month in which a theme from the common focus of the
Community Project is deepened, and this takes place in SS.CC parishes or colleges.
Weekend reunions in the retreat houses of the sisters and brothers in El Escorial (Hills
outside Madrid). One takes place every trimester, in which themes are strengthened
and fraternal relationships are enhanced. There is always Adoration and Eucharist.
Participation in congregational events and feasts. Celebrations of family events of the
members of the community.
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A commission to prepare the International Meeting has been created with special enthusiasm. As
it is taking place in Madrid, we feel as hosts that we want to offer our support to the Spiritual
Animation Team of the Secular Branch who with so much dedication and effort have been
preparing it for some years and which is already upon us from the 24th 29thJuly.
Through this medium, which reaches all the communities of the SS.CC Secular Branch throughout
the world, we place ourselves at your disposal.
We are waiting for you!
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PORTUGAL

In Lisbon there is 1 community, with 4 members (at the moment there are no candidates)

 Important events during 2016/2017:
Monthly meetings;
SSCC Week;
Time together, combined with the birthdays of the members;
Life of the community; various communications; Saint Damien; etc.
Infant and adolescent catechesis;
There are two people interested in the SB, but they still have not begun formation.
Help and participation in activities of parish life.
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BOLIVIA
There are two communities:
 The «Primitiva» community (La Paz): 10 members (and 2 candidates)
 The «Virgen de la Paz» Community (La Paz): 9 members (and 2 candidates)
 In the city of Potosí there are two communities in the process of formation, with 5
members in each one.
The plan for the year 2017 is based fundamentally in the joy of serving our neighbour with
preferential option given to those most in need and excluded from our reality. In this way we give
more emphasis to the merciful love which seeks to be in solidarity with and share the pain and
suffering of our brothers and sisters as Jesus felt and lived. Through this we give our SS.CC Lay
vocation and mission its full meaning.

 Some special events
CELEBRATION OF OUR LADY OF PEACE
Motivated by the desire to enflesh and deepen devotion
to Our Lady of Peace in our community context, we
celebrate the feast using the Preste (a celebration which is
an inherent part of popular religiosity among the Andean
15

people of Bolivia) Enculturated in this way we draw closer to the Mariology dimension of our lay
vocation.
SUPPORT WITH THE HOLY WEEK MISSIONS IN THE SISTERS’COMMUNITY; OVEJUYO (LA
PAZ city)
WE CONTINUE WITH OUR SOCIAL COMMITMENT TO GO AND MEET THE SUFFERING
JESUS IN OUR CONTEXT.
…”Because I was hungry and you gave me to eat; I was thirsty and you gave me to drink. I was a
stranger and you welcomed me into your home” (Mt 25; 35)

(Breakfast at La Paz bus terminal, school support)

SUPPORT FOR THE MARCH FOR LIFE IN LA PAZ BOLIVIA
An activity organized by the Bishop’s Conference in Bolivia, to publically show our disagreement
with the legalization of abortion in our country.

With Sr. Candy Núñez sscc
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PARAGUAY
 3 communities:
- In Asunción:
Community “Ignacio de Barros Barreto”: 8 members.
Community “ Fr. Javier Jiménez”: 5 members.
- In Presidente Franco: Community “Good Mother”, with 7 members.
On a journey of formation: in Asunción, 8 (5 women, 3 men), who meet every 22 days
alternating houses as a meeting place. In Presidente Franco, 11 (6 women and 5 men), who
meet the 2nd and 4th Fridays at 18:30 h. In the Our Lady of Fatima parish.

 Most important events this year (from June 2016 to June 2017)
Regular meetings of the communities:
1-The Ignacio de Barros Barreto community: 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month at 20:30 h.
2- The GOOD MOTHER community: The first Saturdays of each month at 18 h.
3- The JAVIER JIMÉNEZ community: 2nd Saturday from 15.00 to 18.00 h.
There are also meetings of the communities together: evaluation and planning,
retreat, preparation of the celebration of the feast of Saint Damien, etc.
Meeting of brothers, sisters and SB: the first Mondays of each month in different
places where each branch in rotation prepares a specific theme.
Meeting of the communities of the SB: Once a year, alternating between Asunción
and Pte. Franco (February/ 17).
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Meetings
Meeting with the General Counsellors Mary McCloskey, Alicia Mamani and Aurora
Laguarda (July/16)

Special events of the Congregation where we share moments of joy and sadness:
The Good Father’s Feast, Saint Damien, the feast of the Sacred Hearts, the Feast of
Our Lady of Peace, meeting with the father of the Provincial Superior Sister Lilian
Bordón del Puerto ss.cc (deceased on 04/07/16).
Formation, themes treated….
- The theme of Mercy for the year of Mercy, in the light of the Gospel and taking into
account the liturgy of the day where we shared happenings and/or family and work
experiences.
- Video of the Secular Branch of the Congregation,
- Conclusions of the Meeting (ELARS) held in 2016.
- Eucharistic, Reparation and Adoration,
- Revision and modification of the Rule of the Secular Branch;
- The mission of SSCC laity;
- Questions received from the Spiritual Animation Team of the SB
- Annual Retreat
- Bulletin from the SB in Peru, Vatican II.

Renewal of commitments
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Apostolic work, solidarity…
Apostolic: in Parish Centres, Cooperatives, School of the Congregation, Ministry of the
Eucharist, Catechesis for Confirmation. Pastoral work in the SS.CC School, Christian
Workers’ Movement.
Solidarity: from the aspirants to the members, each one collaborated financially so as
to be able to send a representative to the First International Meeting of the SB;
financial support to groups in need in Bañado Sur (in Asunción); Prayer support for sick
members or family.

Special Activities….:
Feast of the SSCC, “Feast of San Damien”, “Father Eustaquio”,
Feast of Our Lady of Peace
Celebration of the Feasts of the “Good Mother” and the “Good Father”.
50 years of the arrival of the SSCC Congregation in Paraguay
Meeting for the NEW YEAR
Ceremony and celebration of the perpetual profession of the Sr. Paola Reyes sscc,
and of the renewal of vows of Sr. Veronica ss.cc; and also the 25 years of vows of
Sr. Veronica.

Assembly beginning of the year (January 2017)
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BRAZIL
The Secular Branch has 6 communities:
Belo Horizonte: 8 members in the process of preparation.
Campo Grande (Rio de Janeiro): 12 members (and 6 in formation)
Formosa (Goias): 18 members (without commitment)
Pinda-(São Paulo): 5 members (and 17 in formation)
Tijuca-(Rio de Janeiro): 7 members (and 7 in formation)
Vila Prudente (São Paulo): 10 members in formation
Catuji (Minas Gerais): 3 members in formation
Ferraz de Vasconcelos (São Paulo): 7 members in formation
Campinas (São Paulo): 4 members.
There are 28 members in total of the Secular Branch. The rest are in
formation (some 40) and sympathizers.
In June 2016 we held a “National meeting of ss.cc laity”. It took place in the “Pousada
SSCC” in Pindamonhangaba (San Pablo). Members of the Secular Branch and others who
are in the process of being incorporated participated.
Another National Meeting is planned for the 18th -20th August 2017, with the objective of
deepening the sense of belonging to the Secular Branch.
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The communities have their weekly meetings and others meet every two weeks or once a
month (according to each reality).
In pastoral activities or in social works.
The themes of formation: sscc charism, reparative adoration…

CHILE
Statistics:
The Secular Branch in Chile, is organized in 4 geographical zones,
with a coordinator of the zone in each one of them and a National
Coordinator. He is helped at national level by Fr. Erwin Harnisch Lagos sscc and Sr. Carmen
Rosa Cornejo Díaz ss.cc.
Coastal Zone: Valparaíso and Viña del Mar: 4 communities





Mary Source of Living water: 5 members
Our Lady of Peace: 7 members
Heart of Jesus : 9 members
Father Fernando the Missionary: 6 members

Santiago Zone: Metropolitan Region: 2
communities.
 Manquehue: 6 members
 Father Eustaquio: 6 members
Central Valley Zone: San Javier, El Carmen and
Concepción: 7 communities
 Sowers of Jesús and María (San
Javier). 8 members
 Father Damián (San Javier): 9
members
 Sister Elisa (El Carmen): 5 members
 Hualpén (Concepción): 7 members
 Camino (Concepción): 7 members
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 Sowers (Concepción): 7 members
 Pilgrims (Concepción): 6 members
 Good Mother (In formation– El Carmen): 6 members
Southern Zone: Lago Ranco, Rio Bueno and La Unión: 3 communities
 Hearts of Jesus and Mary : 7 members
 Pablo Fontaine: 5 members
 Bien Aventurados Corazones: 4 members
Total: 17 communities, with 104 committed members and 6 members who are postulants.

 Most important events this year (from June 2016 to June 2017)
 Normal community meetings: every 15 and 30 days.
Meetings at Zone level:
Coastal Zone
28th December 2016, the celebration of the anniversary of the Secular Branch in
Chile, with Eucharist and sharing.
30th March 2017, meeting with the sisters of the General Government in the Our
Lady of Peace School in Viña del Mar.
10th May 2017, celebration of the anniversary of Saint Damien of Molokai in the
Our Lady of Peace school with the brothers and sisters in the zone.
27th May 2017, retreat for the preparation of renewal of commitment in the same
school with the theme “the Lay Vocation” accompanied by Father José Vicente
Odriozola sscc.
June 3, 2017 in the Chapel of the Lyceum “Our Lady of Peace” of Viña del Mar,
renewal of commitments.
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Southern Zone
24th July 2016, Zonal Meeting in Union.
20th August 2016, Zonal retreat with the theme “Living together”.
27th August 2016 in the Good Shepherd chapel (Parish of San José de La Unión),
diverse members of the Secular Branch renewed their commitments.
27th December, celebration of the Secular Branch in Chile.
Central Valley Zone
10th April 2017, meeting with the sisters of the General Government and Zone in San
Javier.
Santiago Zone
26th November 2016 in the chapel of the Sacred Hearts School in Manquehue the
celebration of the commitment of new members and the renovation of others took
place.
27th April 2017, meeting with the Sisters of the General Government.

Meetings at National Level:
1st and 2nd October 2016, XIV National Assembly of the SS.CC Secular Branch SSCC
“Misericordiosos como el Padre”, in the Perpetual Succor retreat House in el Cerro
Cordillera de Valparaíso.
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ECUADOR
In Ecuador we have five Communities of the Secular Branch, spread throughout our territory:
-

Community “Leticia de Jesús Carrasco”, in Quito: 6 members.
Community “Our Lady of Peace”, in La Concordia: 5 members.
Community “Good Mother”, in Cuenca: 8 members.
Community “Jesus in Our Life”, in Guayaquil: 4 members.
Community “Good Father”, in Guayaquil: 5 members.

In relation to the “candidates”: there are few people interested in joining the SB; they say that they are
very interested but through lack of time or because their faith is not very rooted, they come perhaps once
and then leave; but what is very common, however, not a general rule, is when they have a work
relationship they become members of the SB as long as the time of work last and when they leave the
educational establishments, they no longer return to the Communities. The majority, in fact of the
aspirants are teachers.

Comunidad “Buen Padre”

 The regular meetings
happen at least twice a month;
the timetable of meetings is
drawn up according to what is
most convenient for them;
furthermore, all of the members
must be in agreement with the
dates to be able to come.
Frequently we study the Word,
and reflective and meditative
prayer is deepened in the
Meetings.

In Ecuador we have a National Meeting each year in which we treat various themes related to the
smooth running and the organization of each Community. At the end of each meeting, the
conclusions are formalized and the minutes are written up which serve as a reminder and food for
thought in drawing up the Development Plan of each of the Communities.
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Ecuadorian society is very polarized. On the one hand, there are luxury residential areas
where politicians, company directors, etc… live. The places of luxury; pomp and
extravagance are seen to be normal. On the other hand, there are extremely impoverished
districts because of the lack of State policies, employment, injustice and inequality brought
about by the authoritarian and corrupt authorities, which we have had throughout our
national history.
In fact one of the proposals of the SB is the
mission in service of those most in need;
not just on an economic level, but also
spiritually. That is where the energy of our
brothers and sisters is directed. That in
reality is the fundamental preoccupation of
each of the Communities; to be with our
brothers and sisters who need us every day.
And we carry this out in the following ways:
Actively collaborating in parish life through the animation of the Eucharist and Adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament.
Visiting, attention to and accompaniment of a group of old people.
Collaboration in catechesis in the Parish
Working in a simple and co-responsible with Young people with whom we share life daily,
talking with them and enabling them to grow in love of the person of Jesus.
Special Activities: these take place during the Consecration of our Brothers, at Christmas, during
the feast days of our Founders: the Good Father and the Good Mother and all the informal family
meetings which are special and experienced as Spirit –filled occasions.
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PERU
In Peru there are different “ss.cc Lay Communities” and a group which is the Secular
Branch strictly speaking. The Secular Branch is “a server nucleus made up of lay people who feel a
special call to work for the life of the Sacred Hearts lay life and the communities” They are just a
small percentage of all the lay people sscc. The majorities have not made nor intend to make
commitments in the SB, even though they feel that they are fully “ss.cc laity”.

The SB has closer relations with 5 communities of laity linked to works of the SS.CC brothers or sisters.
a) The Belén ss.cc Secular Community: with 35 years of existence made up originally of former pupils
of the Schools of the sisters. They are accompanied at present by an ss.cc sister and have 12
members, 8 of which belong to the SB.
b) The Father Eustaquio ss.cc Community: a community which has existed for 14 years and was
originally made up of parents of the Recoleta School (brothers). Accompanied by a member of the
Secular Branch, it has 10 members at present, none of which belong to the SB.
c) The Mercy in Action ss.cc Community: began in 2016 from activities carried out by the Father
Eustaquio Community with parents of the Recoleta school for the year of Mercy. It is accompanied
by a member of the Secular Branch; it has 8 members, none of whom belong to the SB.
d) The Nicolás Castel ss.cc Community: it is a community which has existed for 24 years, and was
formed by the decision of various Young adults who has community experience in the ss.cc Youth
Centre of the Recoleta parish, Plaza Francia. They do not have formal accompaniment by Brothers
or Sisters. They have an independent organization which plans their year. They have at present 10
active Members, 2 of whom belong to the SB.
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e) The Héctor de Cárdenas ss.cc Community: it is a community which has existed for 45 years. And
was originally formed from a group of young people whom FR. Hector ss.cc accompanied and
organized reflection days and retreats in the 70s. In practice it is a “community of community”; it
has an internal organization which is totally lay, although they have an ss.cc brother who
celebrates weekly Eucharist. At present they have 10 “reflection groups” or small communities,
each one of which has their own dynamic and rhythm of meetings. The Community has a total of
72 members, 6 of whom belong to the SB.

The Secular Branch as such has actually 16 members in Peru, plus 2 “lifelong members” who for
health reasons and/or age cannot participate actively in the activities, but who consider
themselves to be united through the prayer.
 More important events this year (June 2016 to June 2017)
Given that each member of the SB belongs to a local ss.cc lay community with its own
meetings, programmes of formation and timetable of activities, the specific occasions
when they meet as a Sector are few. For example: the ss.cc Community Héctor de
Cárdenas had an important role and presence in the celebration of the 90th anniversary of
the birth of Fr. Héctor sscc (2ns September 2016); in the ss.cc Community. Nicolás Castel
they organized the one year anniversary mass of Fr. Juan Luis Schuester sscc (11th April
2017); and the ss.cc Secular Community from Belén celebrated the 35years of its
foundation (16th May 2017).

Last year, the Peruvian Sector has two Assemblies (this is the normal rhythm).
a) Sunday 13th November 2016, in the place where the Héctor de Cárdenas ss.cc Community
meets; in which a major part of the time was dedicated; to thinking of strategies to
promote the growth of lay groups who are more and more autonomous and who are
conscious of the role of the laity; to speaking about the profile of the lay person we are
looking for and to share what is being prepared for the meeting in El Escorial.
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b) The second was Sunday 15th January 2017, also held in the place where the Héctor de
Cárdenas ss.cc Community meets; in that meeting reports were presented of the five
communities connected to
the Secular Branch; we
discussed the challenge of
accompanying
the
lay
communities which are
appearing
and
the
disposition of the provincials
in helping to reach certain
zones; we revised our
relationship
with
the
branches of the brothers
and sisters; a short report
was given of the state of
preparations for the world
meeting.
The moments when we meet with the ss.cc brothers and sisters are also important: the main
ones were the traditional meeting for reflection which we have for Christmas (Saturday 17th
November in Belén) and the meeting for the Integration of the Three Branches (Saturday 14th
January, within the provincial assemblies) in which the provinces of the brothers and the sisters
and the Peru Sector of the SB presented a resumé of the year and perspectives for 2017, to
everyone.
We try to be present in the congregational events: an example of which is the vigil on Monday
27th March in the Recoleta Church for the feast of the Good Father. We also try to be present
on the joyful occasions such as the temporary profession of Joaquín, the ordinations of Bryan
and Franklin, the Golden Jubilee of Fr. Gastón Garatea sscc, the Golden and Silver Jubilees of
several Sisters, etc.
 The SB in Peru does not have nor does not promote pastoral activity, since it considers that the
essence of the lay apostolate is in its environment; in work, family, district, society. Nevertheless,
some members of the SB participate in pastoral activities or voluntary work on an individual level.

Community Nicolás Castel, celebrating
Christmas
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UNITED STATES –
EAST sector
The sector consists of two different communities:
Fairhaven/New Bedford: 8 members (due to infirmities and age are unable to
travel to meetings). They function as prayer support and are connected to parishes led
by Sacred Hearts’ priests in Fairhaven and New Bedford.
Wareham: 19 members. We meet monthly for Adoration and community sharing and
continue taking on different roles in supporting the mission at the retreat center Sr.
Claire Bouchard, ss.cc. continues to guide us as we grow in our spirituality.

Wareham is a retreat house. Some members support Sr. Claire with office tasks; one
member is in charge of our gift shop; one member is the caretaker for the retreat center:
Some members live close enough to attend daily Mass/prayer services; one member directs
day retreats. Some members meet here for a prayer group, and others volunteer to serve the
needs of retreatants.
We are older, come from seven area towns, 45% still work, some of us are retired; some
travel to southern states in the winter, but we are all very active in a multitude of ministries
in our home parishes and communities. The majority of us do not belong to a parish led by
Sacred Hearts’ clergy.

Our main objective continues to be to grow in faith while living the charism of the Sacred
Hearts and supporting our individual ministries and the ministries of this unique spiritual
retreat center. We realize we can witness our Christian values to the various people we meet
and serve in all the ministries God has drawn us to choose.
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Some of our areas of service are:
Social Justice Ministries: Soup Kitchens and Pantries, Homeless Programs, Baby and
Children’s Programs, Prison and Half-Way Homes.
Parish Ministries: Eucharistic Ministers, Lectors, Hospital, Homebound and Nursing
Home Ministry, Music and CCD Teachers, RCIA, Youth and Retreat Leaders, Sacristans,
Spiritual Directors and Prayer Groups.
As Secular Branch we enjoy hosting holiday celebrations, planning activities for St. Damien’s
Day, planning our visits with the Superior General Javier Á l v a r e z - Ossorio and Fr. Pankras
and with Sr. Aurora Laguarda and Sr. Mary McCloskey from the General Government.
We pride ourselves in staying connected to our brothers in formation through prayer and
correspondence. The prenovitiate of the US Province was here. The connection that develops, as
we watch our Brothers grow in formation from Wareham to Hawaii to Fiji, is a gift we do not
take lightly. lt has brought us a heightened awareness of the need for vocations and that the
work of the missions of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary need to be continually
nourished.
We have been made aware that financial support is needed for the formation of our
seminarians. We are planning a fundraising activity in November for that purpose. Hopefully,
we can develop other ideas to continue that help.
We are aIso creating an ongoing fundraising tool to support the ever pressing needs of the
physical structure of this aging historical retreat center.
We can be challenged by our limited common time, busy ministry schedules, members who
go south in the winter, and distances members have to travel to Wareham in severe winter
weather.
We know we are blessed to be in community in this pastoral setting on the ocean within acres
of protected nature preserves. We appreciate the gifts God has provided, as each seasonal
change reminds us of the treasures of nature to observe and protect.
We continue to pray for the strength of Sr. Claire and the resolve of all of our members to
grow in the love of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary.
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UNITED STATES –
HAWAII sector
There are 5 communities:
Community on Island of Kauai: 13 members
Community on Island of Molokai: 7 members (and 2 candidates)
Community on Island of Oahu at Regina Pacis: 8 members (2 candidates)
Community on Island of Oahu at Blessed Sacrament: 3 members (2 candidates)
Community called Associates on Island of Oahu: 22 members (2 candidates)

New members: 26 (included above)
Background: The “Associates” were the first Sacred Hearts laity in Hawaii originating from the
Congregation’s Exterior Association, and over the years have received ongoing formation. In the current
group one member’s first commitment was done in 1949 to the most recent in 2013. While the
Congregation’s lay branch became known as the Secular Branch in 1993, the Associates in Hawaii did not
transition to the Secular Branch until April 9, 2017 at a commitment ceremony presided over by Provincial
Johnathan Hurrell and Superior Delegate Sr. Regina Mary Jenkins. Their Religious Mentor, Sr. Anne Marie
Tamanaha sscc, testified to their zeal in living the spirituality of the Congregation as members who have
embraced the SS.CC. charism through personal ministries and mission projects.

 Important events during this

year (June 2016 to June 2017)

Community meetings;
 All communities meet monthly at
least 7-9 times a year.
SB Formation session on Island of Kauai
Leyte, Deacon William, Aileen, Hazel & Cecilia
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 Three special community meetings were held to facilitate the transition of the Associates to
Secular Branch. In collaboration with Sr. Anne Marie Tamanaha and Sr. Dolores Pavao; and
guidance from Sr. Regina Mary Jenkins, the Associates received information and opportunities to
discuss the change.
• Spiritual Animation Team’s Power Point “A Story in the Making” SSCC Secular Branch.
• Questions & Answers about the transition to Secular Branch
• SB Informational Brochures and SB Statutes
 Formation, topics covered: (example) Candidates of our new SB Community at
Blessed Sacrament is receiving basic formation from Community Leader -Karen Kim.
Topics include the devotion to the Sacred Hearts and the work of Fr. Mateo CrowleyBoevey and “Home Enthronement”. The community will promote the local missions of
the Sisters and Homeless Youth.
Apostolic services, solidarity...;

•

SBs help preserve the legacy of the first SS.CC.
Missionaries by working on the priorities of the
HAWAII Diocesan Pastoral Plan 2016-2020
“Stewards of the Gospel”, in their parishes,
families, with friends, and wherever they find
themselves.
o Deacon William Farias Sr. and wife
Aileen serve at the Immaculate
Conception Parish on Kauai. They
hosted the SB Christmas gathering at
their home. (photo-Deacon Wm. Farias)
o A husband and wife team serves Sacred
Hearts Parish in Waianae, Oahu; Linda
as secretary and Gilbert as Outreach
coordinator
o On Molokai, Janeel Hew shares the
SS.CC. charism with Young Friends of
the Sacred Hearts, who she fondly calls “Sacred Heartbeats”.

 Special activities:

Hawaii Sector hosted
Conference-(Sept. 2016)
o

the

Annual

North

America-Pacific

SB

Leadership

The conference adopted as the SB Song: “Ready and Willing” by Tom Booth,
Soane & Margaret Uiagalelei (Hawaii SB members).
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o

Members
visited the US
Province
Archives at
St. Patrick’s
Monastery.

o

Experiencing
“Family Spirit”.

Some SB members of the
Associates Community helped the
congregation to organize the St.
Damien Feast Day celebration on
May 10, 2017 at the Hawaii State
Capitol

SBs supported the US Province seminarians in Fiji by:
o Monthly monetary pledge by the Associates Community via mission sales.
o Attending the First Annual Fundraiser April 2017 organized by SBs Soane &
Margaret
o Making personal donations
o Ongoing Prayer intentions
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2017.04. Hawaii. US Province fundraiser for seminarians. Sr Ivy, SB candidate Peka Uiagalelei
and SB member Lourdes dela Pena.

UNITED STATES –
WEST sector
There are 9 communities, with a total of 119 members (and 60 candidates)
La Verne-San Dimas, CA: 31 members (and 6 candidates)
Chino Hills, CA: 23 members (21 candidates)
Corona, CA: 12 members (14 candidates)
Hesperia, CA: 5 members
Sun City, CA: 17 members (2 candidates)
San Jose, CA: 16 members
Idaho: 14 members (3 candidates)
Texas: (9 candidates)
Florida: 1 member (5 candidates)
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 News
The Secular Branch in the West has had a very busy year as we focused our efforts on
evangelization, service to the poor and our spiritual journey together as Secular Branch. In
the area of evangelization our biggest event was the 15th Annual Sacred Heart Conference
(yes, we have been doing this for 15 years!) that began on the Feast of the Sacred Heart,
Friday June 3, 2016 and concluded on Saturday June 4, 2016.
To open the conference, Father Mike Barry, ss.cc., gave a teaching on the enthronement
of the Sacred Heart in the home and we concluded the evening with the Mass of the
Sacred Heart with the enthronement ceremony. During this time, many enthroned their
home while others renewed their enthronement commitment. The practice of
enthronement was begun by our own Fr. Mateo Crawley, ss.cc., who was healed at the
shrine
of
the
apparitions of the
Sacred Heart in
Paray-le-Monial in
France
where
Jesus had revealed
the love of His
heart
to
St.
Margaret.
2017.01 USA West gathers together to
remember Fr. Stan Kolasa, sscc

Carissa
Phelps,
founder
of
Runaway Girl, Inc., spoke on Saturday sharing her moving testimony that led her to found
Runaway Girl, Inc. an organization that works to help human trafficking victims. The
mission of Runaway Girl is to improve outcomes and create opportunities for runaway and
homeless youth. She brought new awareness to our community and provided practical
responses to this issue.
Rounding out the roster of speakers, Jon Leonetti, a lay evangelist, delivered a message of
fulfilment in Jesus Christ for individuals and families by cultivating and nurturing our
relationship with Jesus Christ through prayer, the Sacraments, family life and the help of
Mary and the Saints. He has made it his mission to help Catholics to “fall in love and stay in
love with the living God.”
Our event drew a crowd of about 150 who were inspired and renewed. It is our hope and
prayer that they also developed a deeper commitment to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. As I
write this article we are in full preparation for our 16th Annual Sacred Heart Conference. To
the Sacred Hearts, honor and glory!
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The

was held

in Hawaii at St. Anthony's Retreat Center on Sept. 25-27, 2016. There were approximately 25
participants (Sector Coordinators of the West & Hawaii, Religious Mentors of the East, West and
Hawaii, Observers-SB Members, Candidates and Sisters)

As assigned by the SB Animation Team, we developed a Guide for the topic: "Living of the
Present", to be moderated and animated by the USA Coordinators at the 2017 SSCC
Secular Branch Meeting in Spain.
The topic asks each sector attending the meeting to present on: Prayer Life, Community
Life/Financial Solidarity, Apostolic Life and Formation (admission, initial and ongoing).
The conference also discussed the future for the sectors of the East, West and Hawaii, and
then made a "commitment to the youth" as our priority.
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DR. CONGO
In our Sector we have three communities, as follows:




The « Père Coudrin » Community ; 16 members
The « Good Mother » Community: 18 members
The « Saint François Régis » Community: 14 members

Total: 48 committed members (and one or two who are interested).
 The important events:
5 March 2017 all the
ss.cc laity had their
General Assembly in
the Fr. Damien Centre.
First of all the reports
and evaluations of the
activities for 2016 were
approved. As well as
that, each of the three
communities
also
presented their report.
The activities for 2017
were
programmed.
Finally, there was a
Eucharist presided over by the provincial superior. Just after this Eucharist, we shared a
meal together in a fraternal atmosphere.
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On the 30th April
2017, during the Eucharist
celebrated
by
Father
Provincial
Jean
Bosco
Elumba, 7 members made
their commitment promises
for a period of one year.
During the same Eucharist 37
committed
members
renewed their commitment
promises for a period of 3
years.
o We would like to let you know that one of those who
renewed their commitment that day, was killed that
same night in a road traffic accident on Lumumba
boulevard near 5th Street Limete. Her name was
Madame KIMBILA Caroline.

The visit of the Kinshasa coordinator, « papa Bochon »,
to the Mozambique SB
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A piece of land bought by the SB to cultivate it and finance activities.

FRENCH POLYNESIA

The Secular Branch in Tahiti is composed of 18 committed members (and 1 candidate)

Our meetings: once a month in the afternoon in a little chapel of our St. Michael’s
parish.
Content of our meetings: prayer of ordinary time, Eucharistic celebration,
pilgrimage (year of mercy, Lent, thanksgiving..)
Themes: indulgences, the spirituality of the congregation
Other activity: material help for the ss.cc youth meeting
Apostolic activity and solidarity continue with the branch and the parish
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No responses to the questionnaire were received
from the Sectors of:








England
Spain-Andalusia
Flanders
Netherlands
Poland
Mozambique
Indonesia

We encourage you to have answers from all
Sectors next year.

http://www.ssccpicpus.com/en/secular-branch-508
This is the link to the website of the Congregation where you can find plenty of material on
the SSCC SECULAR
Participate and follow the SSCC news in
Web site: http: http://www.ssccpicpus.com/
Blog SSCC: http://ssccpicpus.blogspot.it/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SSCCPICPUS
Invite your friends to follow us on Facebook
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