Spiritual bread led us naturally to Mass with our Dominican friends and to the temporal
bread to sa sfy our hunger. The a ernoon passed quickly with a series of teachings,
informa on and reﬂec ons related to the na onal weekend of September 21 and 22,
not to men on the me of adora on in a jewel of a chapel where the Presence is
permanent. These days of teaching seem indispensable to us for their wealth but also
for welding us around the Word. They are completed by monthly mee ngs around the
1st and 2nd Epistles of Saint Peter, for the Rennais’ alone. Thus the minutes and the
hours of this day lived among brothers and sisters of the fraternity have passed, and
each one returned to his/her ac vi es with an inner conversion.
(Next mee ng on May 25)
François AYMER de la CHEVALERIE

POITOU
PARTICIPATION OF THE POITOU FRATERNITY
PROMULGATION OF SYNODAL ACTS
DIOCESE OF POITIERS
On November 11, 2018, the Fraternity of Poitou
mobilized to par cipate in a major event of the
Diocesan Church of Poi ers. It was the promulga on
of the Acts of the Synod whose tle was:
“Live the Gospel with the new genera ons".
Before the celebra on, six intergenera onal marches converging on the cathedral of
Poi ers were proposed. Our Fraternity joined the group of the "Route SainteRadegonde" which started from the Sainte-Croix Abbey located in Saint-Benoît. An aim
of the synod, "To promote and serve dialogue and peace", sustained our walk under a
radiant sun. It was a me at once very prayerful, interiorizing and rich in encounters.
During the picnic break, we talked about the Fraternity
and invited people to join us. Two of them responded
posi vely.
OUR GROUP IS GROWING
Twenty people were present on February 9 to follow,
with great interest, the second teaching of Father
Bernard COURONNE on the theme: "Our spirituality
SS.CC. based on the four ages of the life of Jesus".
On March 17th, we will learn more about Mother
HenrieHe AYMER and will visit the museum at
Grand'Maison., in Poi ers.
Sylvie CARLOUET, Moderator
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EDITORIAL
Lent is o en a me of withdrawal like that of Jesus in
the desert. It allows us to refocus on the essen als of
our Chris an life, and also to review the past year. We
might also feel more intensely the desire to go to the
desert in the wake of various tragic events that our
Church is going through today. How should we react?
How can we be more aHen ve? Am I concerned? Is
evil really everywhere? So many ques ons that jostle
in our minds and to which it is diﬃcult to ﬁnd answers.
We must not forget that our Church is built on rock
and that, during its evolu on over the centuries, it has
been aHacked, cri cized and desecrated. But there
were always apostles of Christ and peacemakers to
support and raise it up. Today, let us be those
peacemakers, let us be those apostles who, by their
acts and their witness, give our Church new hope, a resurgence of faith.
In this newsleHer, you will see that ar sans are already at work, whether on their
doorstep or on the other side of the world. They have kept in touch with each other, to
reﬂect or to help, to meet or simply to love.
Let's stop lowering our eyes, let's get out of our comfortable burrows. Let's show the
world that the message of Jesus Christ is but love and not about hatred and
destruc on. Let us open the doors of our churches and our arms to welcome those who
feel lost. Let's put on our ﬁnery to be worthy to par cipate in the wedding feast of the
Lamb.
Happy journey towards Easter with the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary!
Be blessed.
Christophe PAVARD
Coordinator

fratsec.sscc.france@gmail.com / http://www.ssccpicpus.com

TIES WITH THE SISTERS OF THE CONGREGATION
IN CALCUTTA
"THE ANCHOR OF SOLIDARITY"
In 2015, during the Christmas dinner at St. Gabriel Parish, where I volunteered that day
at "Winter Solidarity", I met Sister Jeanne Cadiou. The ﬁrst thing that challenged me
about Sister Jeanne is her "intelligent humanity". I learned a liHle about the Sisters of
Picpus whom I saw regularly at the Recep on Desk in Saint-Gabriel but without really
knowing them ... and I learned among other things that the Congrega on had a small
community in CalcuHa. Since I was leaving the following week for India to volunteer
with the Missionaries of Charity, Sister Jeanne asked me if I could bring the Sisters a
small package.
When I arrived at the Sisters' home in CalcuHa, I was overwhelmed by smiles and
warmly welcomed by Sister Pushpa who is in charge of the community. She invited me
to share their meal. I immediately felt at ease and, above all, ﬁlled with human warmth
and love. I will never thank Sister Jeanne enough for giving me the opportunity to see
this other face of CalcuHa.
Strong es were formed with the Sisters and, in 2017, I came across a biography of the
Good Mother, "HenrieHe or the strength to live", wriHen by Sister Maria Del Carmen
Perez. A few weeks a er reading the book, during a hike in Montmorency, I came
across Saint-Radegond’s Fountain: in the biography, the Good Mother was inﬂuenced
by the imprint and charisma that Saint Radegonde le in Poitou... A few months later,
I drew closer to the group of laypeople in Paris, and I had the good fortune to meet
Father Bernard Couronne. I wanted to establish a link between India and our lay group:
before my departure for CalcuHa, I proposed that we act in solidarity by collec ng pens
to give to disadvantaged children.

The group was very responsive and I collected over 120 pens with kits. I handed half of
the pens to the Sisters who do the tutoring. And for the other half, I went to a slum. I
gave a pen to one child, then to another, and I quickly found myself overwhelmed with
10, 20, 30 children who were asking for a pen. An adult approached. I explained my
dilemma to him. He took a s ck and, in an authoritarian tone, demanded that the
children line up. I had in front of me a beau ful and long queue. Before giving a pen, I
asked each child to write his name on a sheet of paper.
I am convinced that the weapon against all forms of poverty is educa on and I hope to
con nue in this direc on within the group of secular ss.cc.
Tony PARMASSIVIN

RENNES-NANTES
March 16, 2019. The eve of Spring, for the quarterly mee ng, BriHany was subjected to
a violent and refreshing wind. These clima c condi ons did not dampen the ardor and
courage of Father Couronne who, for the occasion, was accompanied by Christophe
Pavard, Na onal Coordinator of the Secular Fraternity whom we thank.
The kilometers did not frighten away our two friends from Nantes, Marie-France and
Anne. Only a short “roaming” by car in Rennes gave us some cause to worry. S ll,
around ten o'clock, the whole Breton group was gathered around Fr. Couronne with a
good cup of coﬀee prepared by BrigiHe. A er this warm start, Father led the morning
prayer and followed by his teaching, an integral part of the four conferences prepared
with care for us and based on the four ages of Jesus' life.
The kilometers did not scare away our two friends in Nantes, Marie-France and Anne.
Only a slight wandering in the car and in Rennes gave us a hint of concern. S ll, around
ten o'clock, the whole Breton group was gathered around Fr. Couronne on the one
hand, and a good coﬀee prepared by BrigiHe. A er this warm start, Father said the
Morning Prayer followed by his teaching, an integral part of the four conferences
prepared with care for us on the four ages of Jesus' life.
A er the ﬁrst interven on of November 2018, the theme chosen for today was closely
related to the progression of the liturgical year: Lent and the Cross, suﬀering and love
through the giving of self. From these words, I like to remember two sentences
borrowed from the Good Mother: 1) We must take part in Jesus^’ cruciﬁxion and 2) We
must get rid of everything that leads us to possess (for oneself).
To summarize a teaching so intense and profound and, in spite of everything, accessible
to all by its clarity and purity, does not allow any error or omission. May Father be
warmly thanked! In this regard, the observa on was made that it is very unfortunate to
be so few to enjoy this teaching, especially on the road leading to the suﬀering of the
cruciﬁed One of Good Friday Cruciﬁed and the joy of Redemp on. , true rebirth. How
can we rejuvenate the ﬂame of our fraternity?

