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Chapter Document 6
The Secular Branch
Introduction
The General Chapters recognize, as a movement of the spirit, the growing interest of lay men and women “to commit themselves to live the mission and the spirit of the Congregation” (Constitutions #9). This phenomenon is part of something wider: the strengthening of the importance of the role of the laity in the Church based on their baptismal consecration.
As religious men and women we want to take up, together with the laity of the Secular Branch, the mission of the Congregation stated in chapter one of our Constitutions.
With the laity of the Congregation, we want to establish a close relationship based on trust, co-responsibility and mutual respect. The identity of our SS.CC. vocation and ministry requires this communion with one another. The Congregation considers itself as a family of religious men and women and laity with its own charism-in-interdependence for the common mission.
In the present situation:
-	It is necessary to continue the process of clarifying what Secular Branch, SS.CC. laity and other expressions mean.
-	We recognize that there exists a diversity of situations between one lay community and another. These differences enrich the panorama of the Secular Branch given that they follow distinct sociocultural contexts. Nevertheless, this diversity is not without some concern which ought to lead us to seek solutions. 
-	Between present members of the Secular Branch and those who are preparing to make their commitments, we are referring to over 200 persons in the whole Congregation. 
The General Chapters insist that the Secular Branch have its own identity. Our interest is not motivated by the lack of religious vocations, nor by a desire to fulfill the needs of the Congregation’s apostolic works nor is it a matter of general collaboration with the laity to which we are called. We vouch for the validity of our charism as an inspiration for lay consecration. This ought not be to the exclusion nor substitution of our religious consecration but should be seen as an opportunity for communion with it.
We are convinced that it is worthwhile promoting the Secular Branch in the years to come. This animation and impetus should not be of an exclusive nature nor prevent other ways of relating with the laity in general. This relationship should be always developed and strengthened in all our communities and wherever we are present guided by the orientations of our Congregation and of the Church. In light of these considerations the General Chapters have made the following decisions and recommendations.
Decisions
1.	The General Chapters ask all Brothers and Sisters:
-	to continue reflecting on the vocation and the consecration of the laity to the Sacred Hearts
-	That, considering the Congregation as the SS.CC. family, to support and foster the development of the Secular Branch as outlined in article 9 of the Constitutions and articles 23-32 of the Statues of the Secular Branch, acknowledging cultural differences which exist in the Congregation.
2.	The General Chapters ask both General Governments to organize a seminar for brothers and sisters who accompany communities of the Secular Branch, for brothers and sisters interested in the Secular Branch, and for those laity who co-ordinate the Secular Branch. 
Recommendations
The General Chapters recommend:
1.	That the members of the Secular Branch live experiences of the SSCC mission and, from this view point, clarify, develop and promote their specific ways of living the common mission in close collaboration with those who accompany them and in communion with the whole Congregation.
2.	That the members of the Secular Branch and those who accompany them, agree on the content of an initial and on-going formation program and how it should be developed. This process should be coordinated by the brothers and sisters responsible for the Secular Branch.
3.	That a formation seminar for the brothers and the sisters who accompany the lay people and the laity who co-ordinate the Secular Branch , study the following themes: history of the Secular Branch, identity, accompaniment and animation, solidarity and interdependence among the different areas, structures, etc. within the larger framework of Vatican II’s ecclesiology which refers to the life and mission of Christian laity in the church and in today’s world.
4.	That the General governments study the appropriateness and possibility of the participation of the members of the Secular Branch in General Chapters. 

