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   June 16th, 2016  
   Feast of  Saint John Francis Regis
   Patron of the SSCC Secular Branch  

 
             In the … YEAR of MERCY

 
 

 
Dear ss.cc lay brothers and sisters, 
Dear ss.cc religious, 
 
In this year dedicated to Mercy, we wish you a happy feast of Saint Francis Regis, our Patron as 
ss.cc laity. 
The Pope invites us to live mercy, this great attitude of God, in all aspects of our life, « through 
our words, our gestures and our person » (MV, 1).It is an invitation to become « merciful » as 
our Father in Heaven. It is truly a life programme and an experience of love. 
  
During this year, we also invite you to enter into the preparation of the second bicentenary of 
the approbation of the Congregation. This feast, which will take place in 2017, will be 
celebrated by a big meeting of all the coordinators of the Secular Branch, to be held in Spain. 
May each Sector present to the Lord their own representatives and also those of other Sectors 
throughout the world. 
  
We wish you all a very happy feast of Saint Francis. May our Patron Saint intercede for each of 
your respective families. 
  
On behalf of the animating team of the Secular Branch 
 
 
 
       Mary McCloskey, ss.cc.                                                          Camille Sapu, ss.cc.   

Words of the coordinators of the Spiritual Animation Team  
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Mary McCloskey, Elizabeth Smith, Felipe F. Lazcano, Consuelo del Saz, Camille Sapu 

 
 
 

 
25. I present, therefore, this Extraordinary 
Jubilee Year dedicated to living out in our daily 
lives the mercy which the Father constantly 
extends to all of us. In this Jubilee Year, let us 
allow God to surprise us. He never tires of casting 
open the doors of his heart and of repeating that 
he loves us and wants to share his love with us. 
The Church feels the urgent need to proclaim 
God’s mercy. Her life is authentic and credible 
only when she becomes a convincing herald of 
mercy. She knows that her primary task, 
especially at a moment full of great hopes and 
signs of contradiction, is to introduce everyone to 
the great mystery of God’s mercy by 
contemplating the face of Christ. The Church is 
called above all to be a credible witness to mercy, 
professing it and living it as the core of the 
revelation of Jesus Christ. From the heart of the 
Trinity, from the depths of the mystery of God, the 
great river of mercy wells up and overflows 
unceasingly. It is a spring that will never run dry, 
no matter how many people draw from it. Every 

 
   Words of Pope Francis   

Misericordiae Vultus 
 

BULL OF INDICTION OF THE EXTRAORDINARY JUBILEE OF MERCY 
 

11 April, the Vigil of the Second Sunday of Easter, or the Sunday of Divine Mercy, in the year of our Lord 2015 
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time someone is in need, he or she can approach it, because the mercy of God never ends. The 
profundity of the mystery surrounding it is as inexhaustible as the richness which springs up 
from it.  
 
In this Jubilee Year, may the Church echo the word of God that resounds strong and clear as a 
message and a sign of pardon, strength, aid, and love. May she never tire of extending mercy, 
and be ever patient in offering compassion and comfort. May the Church become the voice of 
every man and woman, and repeat confidently without end: “Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, 
and your steadfast love, for they have been from of old” (Ps 25:6). 

  
 

 

 

There are 5 small communities: Poitiers, Paris, Brittany, Meaux and Montgeron.  

 The most important events in recent months: 

a) At a national week end, a meeting of all sscc laity was held on September 2015 in Mans. 10 
members renewed their commitments.   We had an Adoration during the night, taking it in turns. 
It was much appreciated. We also had a time of reflection to amend two articles of the Statutes 
of the Sector. 

b) The community of Meaux was guided by P. Alphonse Fraboulet sscc. 

c) The group from Sarzeau was guided by P. Jean-Claude Marjou sscc. 

d) Contact has been made with one of the two sscc lay communities in Germany. 

Mercy has been the priority theme of the Sector. Each 
community has studied, either with the help of a book, or from 
a text written by Fr. Bernard Couronne sscc. 

  
 Given the dramatic situation facing the world 

(refugees, the homeless, immigrants, etc ...) what was 
the specific reply given by the sector? 

 
The community members meet in their respective parishes to 
carry out various actions, but we do not have a common 
activity. When we meet there is always a prayer in relation to 
these unfortunate events. 

  

FRANCE – QUEBEC 
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There are two communities in Germany, one in the Eifel region and the other in the “north”. As 
well as this the German Sector has another community in Norway.  

(no answer to the questionnaire) 

 
 

 

 
In the Irish-English Sector, there are two communities, one in Dublin and the other in England, 
in and outside London.  

(no answer to the questionnaire) 

13 members of the Secular Branch 
renewed their commitment on the 14 of 
November 2015, in Clondalkin, Dublín, 
during the celebration of the Eucharist.  
This coincided with the celebration of the 
10th anniversary of the foundation of 
the SB in Ireland.   

The day began with a session for 
formation, led by Sr. Elizabeth Smith 
sscc who accompanies the sscc laity.  
She presented a history of the SB.  The 
celebration was very moving and 
familiar, with the participation of sisters 
and brothers of the Congregation, as 

well as friends and people of the parish.   Michael Foley sscc presided. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GERMANY  

IRELAND – ENGLAND  
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In the Sector Spain-Iberia there are 3 communities: Madrid, Andalusia and Lisbon 

 The Community of the Secular Branch (SB) in  experienced important 
moments during 2015-16, : 

 
 We began, (towards the end of August 2015) by meeting with the brothers and sisters and 

members of the SB in Andalusia in the Assembly of the Iberia Province in El Escorial. It 
was an opportunity to meet and share as an SSCC.  Throughout   we held several meetings 
between the communities in Madrid and celebrated the feasts of the Congregation.   
 

 In September (2015) we said goodbye to Maria Antonia Chico de Guzmán sscc thanking 
her for being with us during the past four years and we welcomed Monica Fuster sscc, who 
will be the new companion of the SB in the Spanish-Iberian Sector. 

 

 
 
 At the end of October (2015), we had the privilege of meeting Javier Álvarez-Ossorio 

sscc, superior general, who had recently arrived to participate in the Synod of the Family. 
He helped us to interpret the Synod in a different way. He gave us great hope and we felt 
part of a living church.   

 

SPAIN – IBERIA  
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 During this time also, we were motivated by the fact that fifteen members of the 
community renewed their commitment. This is always a motive for reflection…. as 
expressed by Nuria:   
 
“What does it mean to 
renew my commitment?  
The answer is both simple 
and complicated: to keep on 
living, to keep on breathing. 
Without great eloquence, 
but with the firmness and 
confidence of someone who 
has chosen the path of a 
thoughtful way and wants to 
follow it because I have no 
doubt that though 
sometimes it might not be 
easy for me, in the end, it 
will shine with my happiness.”  

 
 
During this time, following our Community Plan, we 
highlighted as a priority: "Our SSCC vocation on a 
journey and an adventure ..." 
 
 A journey within towards the sources of the 

Charism.  A journey of faith that is searching 
for an experience of God that is nourished by 
the contemplation of the Mystery that is within 

the Heart of Jesus.  Encouraging personal and community prayer, especially through 
Adoration and the Eucharist. 

 
 A journey with brothers and sisters: our communion forms part of our proclamation of 

the Gospel.  Experiencing events, being united in our day to day joys and concerns.  
 
 A journey towards brothers and sisters, deepening and sharing our faith and life 

through communication.  Reflections on the encyclical Laudato si. The actions of Jesus, 
face of mercy.  

 
 A journey towards the margins… Guiding the Community towards “the margins” and 

being more open to other social realities.  
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Given the dramatic situation facing the world (refugees, the homeless, immigrants, etc 
...) what has been the specific response of the Sector? 

 We have reflected on our connection with life (austerity, domestic economy…)   
 We have networked with others to the best of our ability.  
 We are present in situations of vulnerability, being part of these situations.  
 Feeling sent by the community, we collaborate with different projects working for the dignity 

of people: 
⋅ Cáritas House of Welcome, for people in situations of social exclusion. 
⋅ Unemployed: SOIE (Service of direction and employment).   
⋅ Soup Kitchen 
⋅ Volunteer in hospitals, (work of encouragement). 
⋅ Volunteer in prisons (English classes). 
⋅ African immigrants 
⋅ Associations that promote justice. 

 
 Economic support for Congregational Development Projects    

 
 On June 4 and 5, 2016, at the SSCC sisters house of El Escorial, we held an assembly in 

which a review of the past 3 years were done. We have followed the invitation of the 
Congregation to travel to the sources of charisma, with brothers and sisters and toward the 
margins. Two days to share prayer, meditation, points to reinforce the Community Project 
and dynamics to recognize our gifts in Community. 

 
A new coordinating team was elected. Emilio Lopez, coordinator; Nuria Trigo, as Deputy 
Coordinator; and Laura Ferrero as treasurer. A huge thanks to Rosa Olivares for his service 
in recent years as coordinator of the Community. 
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 The most important events experienced by the community of :  
 
 Our community meeting sometimes take place in the sscc religious communities in 

Sevilla and Jerez. They are always very enriching for everyone. We will continue with 
these visits 

 In July 2015 we went to Chipiona to a Franciscan Retreat House to do a community 
review of last year. A perfect place for this type of work.  At the end of August 2015 
participated in the joint Assembly of religious and laity in El Escorial.  

 For some years now the religious and laity have not celebrated Fr. Damien’s feast day 
together, as is the custom in Andalucía. 

 The sscc sisters have left Jerez de la Frontera; this has affected the flow of community 
life in our group. The sister who was animator, is now in the San Fernando (Cadiz) 
community. 
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 We have been visiting the “Belén Viviente” of Colegio San José SSCC in Seville. A very 
lovely experience. 

  
The primary emphasis of the Sector 
 After revising our community Project, we began to redo it for 2015-16. 
 We have closely followed the Synod of the family; we worked hard, reflecting and 

collaborating with reflections and providing our opinions. 
 We worked on Pope Francis’ encyclical “Laudado Si”.  
 We dedicated important time to read and prepare the different texts and documents 

which we received from the Congregation. 
  
 
Members of the communities of Madrid and Andalusia 
in El Escorial, August 2015 

The specific response 
given by our community to 
the tragic situations facing 
the world:  

 The community 
provides economic 
resources to different 
projects that need it.  This is 
given to an ecclesial 
institution or directly to a 
project, usually of the 
Congregation.  
 

 Each member of the 
Community, on behalf of 
everyone, work on a 
voluntary basis, directly and 
personally in different 
institutions of the Church.  
 

 We are aware of the dramatic situations of the world in our community and personal 
prayer.  

 

 (no answer to the questionnaire)

 

 

 

 

 

(no answer to the questionnaire) 

 

  

FLANDERS 
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The group of the SB in the Netherlands has 4 members, aged respectfully between (63 -87). They 
meet four times a year accompanied by Fr. P. Theo van Zoggel sscc, in the house of one of the 
members.  

In the meetings they discuss and reflect on how to live faith in a world seeking peace and human 
dignity. Likewise they participate in the activities of the ss.cc brothers and sisters: meetings, 
annual retreat, celebrations… 

The members of the group carry out their Christian commitment where they live and work. 
Enthusiastically, and with a gospel approach, they do their utmost for the good of others, 
keeping in mind the reality of their age. 

 

 

 

 
(no answer to the questionnaire) 

2015. As is the custom around the Feast of Christ the King, the meeting of the SSCC SB took place 
in the mother house of the Province of Poland, Christ the King, November 19 through 22. 
Twenty Six members of the SB were present plus three others wanting to know about it. The 
central theme of the meeting was a global vision of the SB in the entire Congregation. There was 
discussion of the meeting of the coordinators in 2017. It will be difficult to participate given 
language problems. The meeting came to a close with the celebration of the Mass of Christ the 
King and a fraternal agape.  

2016. The meeting of the Secular Branch in Poland, as is the custom, was held on the titular feasts 
of our Congregation in the house "Christus Rex" in Polanica Zdroj.  There were forty two 
participants. They arrived on June 2 and departed June 5.  Twenty seven members renewed 
their commitments. 

The schedules for the two 
days were paralleled. On 
Friday, the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus, in the morning 
there was time to reflect 
on "the Merciful Father". 
Solemn Mass and 
procession was celebrated 
at five in the afternoon. 
After that, there was a 
celebration party open to 
all the participants. 

THE NETHERLANDS 

POLAND  
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On Saturday, the day of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, the morning was a time for reflection on 
the theme of the Jubilee Year: "merciful as the Father."  At five in the afternoon Mass of The 
Immaculate Heart of Mary was celebrated, also with Eucharistic procession. The final moments 
were a picnic which concluded with Vespers. 

 

 

 

 
In the  Sector of Paraguay – Bolivia there are 4 communities. The communities are “baptized”. 
There are two in Asunción (Paraguay): “Ignacio de Barrios Barreto” (an exemplary member of 
the SB died) and “P. Javier Jiménez sscc”. In Presidente Franco (Paraguay, some 340 km from 
the capital Asunción, on the border with Brazil and Argentina) is the community “Buena Madre”, 
and in La Paz (Bolivia) the community is called “Primitiva”.  

(no answer to the questionnaire) 

 

 

 
In the Sector of Brazil there are several groups: Campinas, Patrocínio, Pindamonhangaba, 
Tijuca, Campo Grande, Formosa.   

(no answer to the questionnaire)  

PARAGUAY - BOLIVIA 

BRAZIL 
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During this time the SB in the Chilean Sector has lived through an intense time, centered, as is 
normal in the growth and maturity in faith of all of its members, so as to rebuild the Kingdom of 
God.  

 That is why the Coordinating group planned that the Gospel readings which would be used 
in the group meetings would be centered in the Gospel of Luke, for 2015. 

For 2016, the different communities are studying texts of Luke, on pardon and healing, 
putting emphasis on Mercy, in line with what the Holy Father Frances has asked. 

 During this time, 3 ceremonies of commitment took place. Some of the communities of Viña 
del Mar and Concepción renewed their commitment. 5 brothers from the Southern Zone, the 
community “Pablo Fontaine” from Unión, made their first commitment. 
 

 The National Coordinating Group – which meets four times a year- has been concerned, not 
only with the life of the Branch in Chile, but also with the preparation of the annual meeting 
of the Sector and the preparation of the 7th ELARS meeting. 
 

 The national meeting, took place between the weekend of the 20th and 21st October, in the 
Foyer retreat house, in Tome a picturesque town situated 40 Km north of Concepción.  

There were 85 members of the SB present, of whom 78 
had made a commitment and eight were in a process of 
formation to make their commitment. Fr. Guillermo 
Rosas sscc, the brother who accompanies us at national 
level was present, as well as various brothers who 
accompany at Zone level and Fr. Alex Vigueras sscc, 
Provincial superior of Chile. In this occasion each zone, 
presented Themes on Community and Mission and Fr. 
Guillermo gave a talk on, Reparative Adoration.  In 
groups they also worked on characteristics of the 
primitive communities in the Gospel. 

As was usual, on the Saturday night there was an 
evening’s entertainment enlivened by a presentation of 
salsa dance and traditional dances, such as the “cueca” 
and the “resbalosa”. 

 At the end of this meeting, Ms. Luz Vidal, our National Coordinator and especially the 
Central Valley zone (Concepción) to which she belongs, with the cooperation of the rest of 
the zones, dedicated themselves with even more energy to the continuation of the 
organization of the ELARS 2016 meeting. 
 

 Finally on the weekend 7-8th May, a meeting of the Communities of the Zone of San Javier, 
El Carmen and Concepción (Zone Valle Central) took place in Chillán. The theme of mercy 

CHILE 
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was studied, and we were accompanied by sisters Gloria and Teresita and our new ss.cc 
brother who will accompany us on a national level, Fr.Erwin Harnisch sscc. 
 

 In Viña del Mar a retreat in preparation for the renewal of commitment took place, in which 
the members who are renewing commitment and other members of the Zone who agreed to 
accompany them, participated. The retreat was given by Carmen Rosa Cornejo sscc who 
accompanies us on a national level.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ELARS 2016 

LATIN AMERICANO MEETING OF THE SECULAR BRANCH 

It took place in Santiago, in March, from Holy Thursday until Easter Sunday.This assembly was 
held in the Schônstad retreat centre. It has a beautiful grounds and adequate facilities. Members 
from the Sectors of Peru (4members), Ecuador (2 members), Bolivia (1 member),Paraguay (2 
members), Brazil (3 members ) were present at the meeting. In addition 25 Chilean members 
were present. 
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Rosa Esther sscc from Ecuador was present, and also our ss.cc brother and sister who accompany 
us on a national level (Guillermo Rosas sscc and sister Carmen Rosa sscc). We had a visit from the 
superiors of Chile: Patricia Villarroel sscc  and Alex Vigueras sscc, who gave us a talk on 
Reparation.  

We were lucky to have Camile Sapu sscc, from the General Government with us and he presided 
at the Easter Sunday Mass and sang the consecration in his native Congolese language. This was a 
beautiful, moving ceremony which brought together the meeting. 

This ELARS meeting was very positively valued, especially by Fr. Camille Sapu, who stated that 
he was bringing away a very good impression of the activities of the SB in Latin America and that 
this meeting gave him renewed spirit to continue his accompaniment of the SB, en-route to the 
international meeting in Spain, El Escorial, in 2017. 
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The VIII National Assembly of 
the SSCC Secular Branch took 
place October 23 through 25, in 
the SSCC house of Prayer, 
Conocoto. Four of the five 
communities were in attendance: 
Good Mother Cuenca; Queen of 
Peace La Concordia; Jesus in 
Our Life, Quito, the host 
community. The Good Father 
community could not be present.  
 
 We reflected on the 
commitment of the lay sscc 

community within the context of the country, evaluated the progress of SB in Ecuador with a 
presentation of the life of each lay community. A new sectoral coordination team was chosen for 
the next two years. Thanks to Livio Maldonado for the service of coordination and now Mario 
Jimbo begins this service. As expected, there was time for Eucharist and Adoration, as also for 
a visit to the city of Quito. The next Assembly will be in Concordia in October 2016.  

 
------------- 

 
 
The SB feels called to live the challenge presented to them by the Lord. Based on our vocation-
Mission and the realities of each of our Communities, we, the members of the Secular Branch 
have focused our attention on: 
 
1. Knowledge of the Word of God; in which we have found, consolation, friendship in solidarity  
2. The option for the poor, because in our relationship with them we discover the suffering 

face of Jesus and we are aware that our work is the work of the Church. 
3. We have turned our daily work into our Sacred Hearts Mission, as something which belongs 

to it, and which makes us feel an active, conscious and responsible part  of it. 
 

 
EXPERIENCE OF PRAYER 
 
 Growth in closeness to Jesus has been a privilege in the life of the SS.CC laity. Because 

of this we have given priority to spiritual formation: personal daily prayer, community 
prayer, reading the Gospel, the practice of Lectio Divina and Eucharist adoration; 
experiences which constitute our fundamental pillars. 

 
 In the different communities celebrations are held on special dates such as: Holy 

Week, Christmas, Novena to the Sacred Heart, to Our Lady of Peace, the anniversary of 
the death of our Founders. 

 
 As part of our spiritual and personal growth, we periodically participate in gatherings, 

retreats, desert days. 
 

ECUADOR 
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 We have had input on our SS.CC Charism and Spiritually, either in the form of 
workshops, dialogues, or  round table discussions which have helped us to deepen our 
ss.cc spirituality.  

 
 We hold the commitment and/or the renewal of commitment of the Secular Branch 

each year on a special date, and we feel that this affirms our commitment to live SS.CC 
Life and charism and unites us to the people of God which, in fraternal communion, we 
share with our SS.CC Congregation, especially the sisters. 
 

 
COMMUNITY LIFE 
 
We live community with a strong 
sense of belonging, where dialogue, 
care for one another and sharing our 
life of faith is translated into attitudes 
of simplicity and service within our 
family where each one can be 
themselves and feels invited to be 
responsible for their brother, before 
God and oneself.. 
 
The weekly meetings are moments 
of relaxation, of much joy, being able 
to share our work, our family life and 
find a Christian echo in the timely 
dialogue which we have among ourselves; jokes, witty remarks, anecdotes, are never lacking 
and give a special color to our meetings. 
 
Each event in our community is reason for thanksgiving, because together we are conscious of 
the gratuitous love of God, who receives us with patience and mercy and which makes us feel 
that we are brothers and sisters in our weakness and smallness. We feel that our identity and 
mission must be nourished on a daily level in our poverty and with an open and responsible 
attitude.  
 
 
APOSTOLIC LIFE 
 
Some of the main activities that the different communities carry out: 
 
 Pastoral mission with the families closest to each one of us, families in the rural parishes, 

with whom we share out life and our time. 
 Pre-marriage talks for Young people with the aim of guiding them towards a life of love, 

towards God and neighbour. 
 Visiting the sick, the elderly, people without freedom, emigrants, people with special needs, 

to bring them consolation and to share the Word of God with them. 
 Within the educational institutions where we work, the majority of us are close to children, 

young and older adolescents with emotional problems,( disillusionment, anxieties, addictions 
and financial problems with whom we have workshops, clear, simple and caring 
conversations. 

 Many members of the Secular branch also participate in their own parish, helping older 
people, orphans, activities with children whose parents work far from home. Some are 
catechists, others animators of the Infant Missionary movement.  

 We have had the opportunity to be a support to those people who have neglected their 
Christian life.  
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FINANCIAL SOLIDARITY 
 
Each one of the members of the SB contributes a dollar monthly to cover expenses of the 
National Coordination. 
 
On some occasions we have had fundraising events in which we all collaborated  to raise 
money for travel and occasions when the Coordinating Team of the SB have had to be 
represented.  
 
Our solidarity is intimately united to the apostolic work that we undertake, where each one of us, 
according to our means, make a voluntary contribution to help with the economic reality of our 
poorest brothers and sisters. 
 
 
 
THE LAY VOCATION. THE IMPACT OF THE CHARISM IN THE LIFE OF THE LAY SACRED 
HEARTS PERSON. 
 
From the beginning of the process of spiritual growth that we have chosen, and conscious of the 
commitment made as members of the SS.CC Secular Branch, each one has had experience of 
real and profound changes in their personal life; these have also affected those closest to us; 
our families, the members of the Community, Friends, young people and children. 
 

To have allowed ourselves to be 
touched by the Charism of the Sacred 
Hearts has been the best life 
experience that we have had throughout 
these years. This has been very 
significant because it is part of an 
ongoing conversion which is creating 
strong roots and contributes to continual 
personal and communitarian spiritual-
human growth. 
 
Continual study of the Charism means 
that we avoid falling into apathy, 
disinterest and indifference to what is 
going on around us with others like us.  
 
To contemplate, Live and Proclaim the 

compassionate Love of God is the foundation of our daily life. Personal and communitarian 
prayer, the celebration of the Eucharist and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, sustain our 
lives, because we are conscious that it is God who gives meaning to our commitment.  
 
Consecration to the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary, which we renew each year, calls us to 
live the redeeming love of the Father and to announce his Kingdom. Prayer encourages us to 
continue our vocation and to seek to live more intensely his word. 
 
 
CONTRIBUTION OF THE CHARISM TO OUR SOCIETY 
 
All of our acts of contemplating, living and proclaiming the compassionate love of the Father 
have the noblest objective: to be an agent of communion in the world, from within this context 
and in solidarity we work for those who are most in need around us.  
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The missionary spirit of the Sacred Hearts laity allows us to exercise our apostolic service, 
trying to witness to love and service and to live it with hope. We dream of a better future for all.  
 
 
   
THE CHALLENGES OF THE CHARISM IN OUR CHURCH, IN OUR WORLD AND IN THE 
FUTURE. 
 
We use this special grace, which is the gift of the charism which was entrusted to us in our 
commitment, for the good of the Church. As religious and laypeople we are united in the same 
mission which we try to be co-responsible for.  
 

As laity we look for 
adequate and valid ways 
to speak to people and to 
transmit gospel values, 
seeking in this way to 
draw closer to our world; a 
part of this world which 
lives without hope and 
even worse, puts its heart 
into material and 
superficial things. As 
committed laity we try to 
help within our own reality 
and in union with the 
Congregation and the 
Church so that the Gospel 
will reach all those people 
where our community is 
inserted. 
 

The changes which are taking place in society, are not just from this present time, but have 
been present throughout the history of humankind. We, as laity, are prepared to adapt ourselves 
to the changing situations of the Church and the Congregation, while knowing that these 
changes and reforms will mean changes in our life plan. We are aware however, that the 
challenge is ongoing and we are sure that God will guide us.  
 
 

Luis Mario Jimbo    Martha Fajardo 
                           National Coordinator       Nacional Secretary  
 

 

 

(no answer to the questionnaire) 

In Lima there are several communities of the SB.     

 On Sunday the 28th February the Beginning of Year Assembly of the Secular Branch in the 
Peru Sector took place. With the joy of meeting again and getting news of each of our 
communities, we drew up our agenda, which included various important themes.  

PERU 
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The first of these was the next Latin American Meeting of the Secular Branch (ELARS). 

The second was the 
election of our new 
Coordinating group 
of the Sector, which 
involved a process 
of much 
discernment about 
what our Sector 
needed and the 
personal skills 
needed to exercise 
the service of 
Coordination. Our 
new Coordinating 

Team composed of Margarita Benavides, as treasurer, Juan Carlos Townsend as secretary and 
Daniel Gushiken as Coordinator, received the full support of our Assembly and were warmly 
congratulated. 
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In the US Sector there are communities of the SB in the area of “New England” (US east), in 
California and in Hawaii.  

(no answer to the questionnaire) 

Hawaii  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fr. Chris Kaitapu sscc, who accompanies the SB, and Sr. Anne 
Marie Tamanaha sscc; enthronement in the island of Kauai 

 
 

 
Molokai.  Fr. Bill Petrie imposing Our Lady of 
Peace statue on a member of the SB 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

USA- East 
Coast (New 
England):  

 
 
Wareham. Celebration 
of new commitments. 

September 29, 2015 

 

UNITED STATES  
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Wareham community 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meetings of the representatives of the SB 
of US in Wareham 

 

 

 

 

 

 

East Coast (California)  
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In Africa there are two Sectors: 3 communities in Kinshasa (Congo) and a community in Boane 
(Mozambique).   

(no answer to the questionnaire) 

Kinshasa (Congo): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Boane  (Mozambique) 

 

 

New commitments, 
Boane (July 14, 2015) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ÁFRICA 
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At present the Secular Branch Indonesia consists of two 
communities.  
• The first community is a community whose members have 

already made commitments that meet every other week 
starting the month of April 2016 (previously this community 
met every week).  

• The second one is a community whose members are 
preparing themselves for their first commitment in 2017 that 
meet on a weekly basis. 

 

During the year 2015-2016 the SB in Indonesia have had the privilege to welcome several our 
ss.cc. priests and sisters:   

• On July 9, 2015 Fr. Tahiri  sscc 
and Fr. Ferry Namang sscc introduced 
to us about the SB in Tahiti.  
 

• On August 18, 2015 Fr. Javier 
Álvarez-Ossorio sscc, Superior 
General, and Fr. Alberto Toutin sscc 

INDONESIA 
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shared with us their involvement 
in ministries of General 
Government and to stress the 
importance of participating in 
the international gathering of the 
SB, having a representative to 
the first meeting in 2017.  

 
• On November 12, 2015 Fr. 

Nugroho sscc, who was the 
Provincial of Indonesian 
Province, arrived in Bandung to 
explain to the SB community 
about a document of the Congregation on the theme of “Sexual Abuse of Minors and 
Vulnerable Persons”. 

 
• On March 1, 2016 Sr. Ratna Kumalasari sscc, who is the Major Superior of Asia, met 

the SB community in regards with the Indonesian Sisters’ plan to build a new convent 
and pastoral center in Yogyakarta. The Sisters have asked the availability of the SB 
Indonesia to be part of the fundraising team. 

 
 

SB Participation in different activities: 

• The SB community received an 
invitation from our ss.cc. Brothers in 
Batam to introduce to the parishioners in 
Bengkong Parish about the SSCC 
Secular Branch. Some of us arrived to 
Batam on September 18, 2015 for the 
introduction and the parishioners were 
enthusiastically and eagerly welcomed 
the idea of starting the presence of the 
SSCC. There that they began in 

December 2015 with a monthly gathering of those interested to know more about the 
spirituality and charism of SS.CC., accompanied by Sr. Anas, sscc. and Fr. Martin Irawan, 
sscc.  
While visiting Batam, we did a detour to Singapore to visit our SSCC Brothers and made 
use of the opportunity to visit our SS.CC. Sisters in Batam. 
 

• In November 2015 we opened for registration of new members in the parish of St. Michael 
and St. Gabriel, Bandung.  On February 6, 2016 we had the opening Eucharist for 11 new 
members to mark the beginning of their one year preparation before pronouncing their 
commitments. 
 

• On January 28, 2016 the community was invited to join in on the last day of the Provincial 
Chapter of the brothers in Batam. 
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• On February 21, 2016 we gave a hand to the Day Care Hati Kudus runs by our sscc 
Sisters who organized a coloring competition for children of kindergarten and elementary 
schools. 

• On October 18, 2015 SB together with some family members had a day of recollection in 
Lembang Asri, on the theme of “The Openness of the Heart of Mary” to bond the members 
and their families as one big SSCC Family of SB, prepared by the ss.cc. mentors, Sr. 
Patricia, sscc. and Fr. Patrick, sscc. 

• On December 13, 2015 SB Recollection with Cordia and Parishioners in Parakan Muncang 
on the theme of “The Divine Mercy of God, the Jubilee Year of Mercy” given by Fr. 
Lambertus Enga, sscc. 

• As a response to the invitation of Pope Francis in this Extraordinary Jubilee year of Mercy, 
the SB community together with our ss.cc. Sisters and some of the Brothers in Bandung, 
held a whole day and night adoration in ‘24 hours for God’ on March 4-5, 2016 in the 
Sisters’ chapel. 

• On November 22, 2015 we celebrated the death of the Good Mother in the Sisters Convent 
with all the ss.cc. members in Bandung  

• On December 26, 2015 the big family of SSCC in Bandung renewed their vows (for Brothers 
and Sisters) and promises (for the Secular Branch) and at the same time celebrated 
Christmas together in Seminary Damian. 

 

 

 

The regular activities of the community are: 

• Monthly Adoration in the parish, every first Thursday 
• Family Eucharist in the house of the members, on the 4th Tuesday of the Month 
• Every other week, meeting for formation, faith sharing, prayers and adoration and 

socialization every Tuesday evening. 
• Monthly session on SSCC Charism every 2nd Tuesday open for all the parishioners 
• One day Recollection 3 times a year  
• 3 days retreat once a year 
• Program for Family visits  
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Upcoming events 

• As a resolution of Lent 2016, the community decides to have a program for the year 
2016-2017 to visit families whose children are studying in the different public schools 
that only teach Muslim religion classes. These children receive their religion class in St. 
Michael Parish.  

• A 3-day-retreat for members of SB will be held for the first time on May 5-7, 2016 in 
Lembang. 

• May 10th, 2016 three members will renew their commitment for the next 3 years in the 
Eucharistic celebration on the Feast day of Damian which will be held in Damian 
Seminary (Bandung). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(no answer to the questionnaire) 
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http://www.ssccpicpus.com/en/secular-branch-508 

This is the link to the website of the Congregation where you can find plenty of material 
on the SSCC SECULAR  

 
Participate and follow the SSCC news in  

Web site:  http: http://www.ssccpicpus.com/ 
Blog SSCC: http://ssccpicpus.blogspot.it/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SSCCPICPUS 
Invite your friends to follow us on Facebook 

 

 

 

http://www.ssccpicpus.com/
http://ssccpicpus.blogspot.it/
https://www.facebook.com/SSCCPICPUS

